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The word Temple is derived not from the Hebrew but from the Latin word for place of worship,
templum. The name given in Scripture for the building was Beit Yahweh or "House of Yahweh"
(although this name was also often used for other temples, or metaphorically). Because of the
prohibition against pronouncing the holy name, the common Hebrew name for the Temple is
Beit ha-Mikdash or "The Holy House", and only the Temple in Jerusalem is referred to by this
name.
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